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The population of linguistic minority students continues to grow in California’s public schools, 
now reaching 45 percent of all kindergarten students, while achievement levels continue to lag 
far behind those of English-only students.  To improve educational outcomes for English learners 
will not only require more appropriate classroom teaching, it will also require more 
programmatic supports, more resources and more effective policies.  This presentation will 
discuss: the growth and achievement of California’s English learner population; different 
educational goals for these students, ranging from English language proficiency to closing the 
achievement gap with English-only students; the types of practices inside and outside the 
classroom that can help achieve those goals; and it will examine the types of resources needed to 
support those practices.  Finally, this presentation will discuss a set of policy recommendations 
for providing those resources, for improving the number and quality of EL teachers, and for 
improving the instructional infrastructure of the state. 
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